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keep out of the pockets of the people as little as possible, over
and above what it brings into the public treasury of the state."
They therefore held that the purely taxational aspect of the
cotton excise duty should be placed by the Government of
India before the Legislature, and expressed the hope that the
latter would decide the question on its own merits. From this
dispassionate judgment on the question delivered by the majority
of the Commission, the minority of five, four of whom, it is
interesting to note, were directly connected with the cotton
industry of India, dissented strongly and emphatically. They
only expressed their own opinion that the continuance of the
cotton excise duty would be contrary to the "unanimous
sentiment of the people of India/* and recommended its
immediate abolition irrespective of fiscal considerations.
The Government of India accepted the proposal of the
minority, and while prevented by a series of unbalanced budgets
from giving immediate effect to the decision, gave the pledge
for its abolition as soon as their finances would permit it.
In 1923, the Cotton Industry of Bombay, and to a lesser
extent that of Ahmedabad, began to feel the effects of the general
trade depression which had set in in Europe two or three years
earlier. Falling prices, reduced sales, intensified competition
over a narrowing field, and accumulating stoclcs showed their
effects in the diminishing rates of profits in most, and the
appearance of loss in some, of the cotton-mill companies,
especially in Bombay. The Bombay Mill-owners' Association,
therefore, early in 1924 began a vigorous and widespread
propaganda for the abolition of the cotton excise duty, and
besides initiating a systematic Press campaign, sent some
representations to the Government of India and invoked the
support of the Government of Bombay. In September of the
same year, the Legislative Assembly, on the initiative of the
Ahmedabad Mill-owners' Representative, passed a resolution
recommending to the Government of India to take early steps
for the repeal of the cotton excise duty. In the course of the
debate, however, Sir Charles Innes, Member for Commerce